West Virginia Local Leagues Learn Best Practices for Membership Recruitment
On 
Morgantown-Monongalia League of Women Voters October Activities
The Morgantown-Monongahela League was very busy in the month of October in preparation for the Nov. 2 nd election. The activities sponsored by the League included:
 October 4 -Public meeting with the County Planner and President of County Planning Comm. on West Run Zoning Vote  October 6 -Candidate Forum for State Senate (2 running) and County Commission (2 running) Big crowd  October 12 -Encouraged members to attend the movie "Gasland" about Marcellus Shale drilling at the WVU Law School  October 18 -3 members helped with the timing and "hosting" at the PBS U.S Senate Candidate Forum  October 20 -Candidate Forum for WV House of Delegates (10 total candidates). Smaller crowd but they stayed late talking to the candidates.
If You Haven't Paid Your Dues…
Dues are $40 for an individual and $60 for a household. Dues must be received by the end of December to meet the LWV-US membership deadline for this year. In January, our local dues will increase to $44 for an individual, $66 for a household. 
Letter Writing and Lobbying Campaign Marcellus Shale City Council Candidates Forum
The West Virginia Chapter of the Sierra Club has initiated a campaign to protect our waters and communities from the hydro-fracking process, and other environmental abuses, associated with drilling for gas in the Marcellus Shale rock formations of the Appalachian Mountains.
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On December 8 th from 7-9 pm at the Aull Center located within the Garlow House at 451 Spruce St., Beth Little who is a member of the Sierra Club's Campaign Steering Committee will be giving a presentation about the environmental risks associated with Marcellus Shale drilling. A brief explanation of the materials to be covered in her presentation can be found below.
The impacts of Marcellus shale gas drilling with horizontal hydrofracking are many times greater than those of earlier gas drilling. They include:
 water withdrawals from our streams and rivers of many millions of gallons of water  disposal of the waste water containing high levels of salts from the earth and toxic chemicals from the fracking fluids  potential groundwater contamination from spills, buried pit waste, failed impoundments and other accidents  unknown and much debated impacts from the fracking, which involves forcing the water with chemicals and sand under extremely high pressure into the shale to release the gas
The existing regulations in WV are not sufficient to deal with these impacts, and the WV DEP admits they do not have the resources in either inspectors or regulations to deal with the rush to drill. As we digest the older regulations to prepare suggested improvements, we discover glaring problems that allowed industry to follow practices that threaten the environment.
There will be new legislation proposed from a number of sources in the upcoming session, and much contact is needed from the public to counteract heavy pressure from the gas industry against effective regulations. The Oil & Gas Association lead lobbyist has stated that no new regulation is necessary.
There are movements for moratoriums against drilling on public lands, in karst areas, within city limits and critical watersheds. Please join us for this informative presentation. 
